MERIT BADGE POLICIES – EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
MINSI TRAILS COUNCIL


The Council has updated the method for you to secure Merit Badge Counselor listings for your Troop/Crew.  The list for all Districts is now on the Minsi Trails web site and is password protected.  

 The password and other information was sent to Scoutmasters, Venture Crew Leaders and Committee Chairs on October 10, 2008
Go to the Council Web-site at www.minsitrails.com Click on the Merit Badge Counselor List (Citizenship in Community Merit Badge) – this will take you to the password.  Contact your unit leader or committee chairperson for the password that will bring up the list by Districts.  We will be adding, in the future, a separate list for counselors who are specialists and will work with all districts. 

This list will be updated twice a month, so it will always be current to the best of our ability.  We have removed from the current Merit Badge Counselor list those who have indicated they don’t wish to serve in this capacity anymore.  We have deleted from the list ALL those counselors who did not have a criminal background check done by the BSA.  They have had a letter from the Boy Scouts of America and two from the Minsi Trails Council.  We are not saying that those taken off the list have a criminal background.


Effective, immediately, any counselor who is not on the official list on the website cannot begin to work with a Scout(s) on any new merit badge(s).  Effective December 1, 2008, No merit badges will be sold to units who do not list the name of the counselor for each merit badge on the advancement report.  This is not a new policy – it is a Minsi Trails Council policy that has been on the books for many years.  Names will be checked against the official list.

If you have a counselor who is not on the list, and wishes to serve, he/she must fill out a new adult application and a Merit Badge Counselor application.  Counselors submit the applications to the Council. Counselors will be notified of acceptance within three weeks of receipt of application.  Applications may be secured from the web page www.minsitrails.com under “Resources,” “Scouting Forms,” and “New Adult Applications.” Use pages 4 and 5 (both pages must be filled out and submitted).  The merit badge Counselor form is further down the same page.

Questions contact Council Registrar Charles Chase  cchase@minsitrails.com
or Merit Badge Counselor coordinator Priscilla Nagy  prnagy@minsitrails.com
